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Did you hear about the rose that grew
from a crack in the concrete?
Proving nature’s law is wrong it |
learned to walk with out having feet.
Funny it seems, but by keeping its dreams,
it learned to breathe fresh air.

Long live the rose that grew from concrete
when no one else ever cared.
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ht‘ Met 'aphm Iwo Worlds, One SuIJjet.'t
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Specimen Card - E specimen Card

Subject: A talented, (sensitive youth. '

Environment: A harsh, impoverished,
systemic environment that limits
opportunity.

Action: Achieving global artistic
success despite the odds.

Subject: A delicate rose. rx ffﬁlf

Environment: A literal crack in |
clty concrete. |

Actium@vlving without soild

A metaphor transfers the mechanics of one world

to explain the reality of another.
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The Architecture of Contrast

The Rose |
r . " I
. Attributes.@brant) fragile but f \J

The Concrete / ol ,

. Attributes.@ rigid, man-made,

"f J hostile. adaptable, organic, alive. - F1 N
& |/ o Text Evidence: “crack in the e Text Evidence: “keeping its dreams”, - |
concrete” “breathe fresh air”
e Meaning: Represents society’s ubstacles e Meaning: Represents individual ;;ﬁ'
and structural indifference. s (3 willpower, hOpe, and vulnerablllty
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dtes that fragile things require
conditions and nurturing to survive.

o g

Tupac proves the law wrong by showing thatfgj:érnal drive
“keeping its dreams”) can substitute for external nurturing.
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“Breathe fresh air” — reaching
a state of freedom and success.
—

%

(Inventing new ways to move fnrward when
you lack standard privileges).

“Keeping its dreams” fuels the-/
energy required to change. |

\) ) ] “Learned tu walk w:Lthc:ut having feet.”
/-
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THE YAGUUM

OF SUPPORT
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ss usually takes a village. This line means the rose had zero external
ragement. The isolation is what makes the survival a miracle worth celebratina.
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The poem doesn’t ask you to
,  feel sorry for the rose; it
"% demands you respect its power.

"' 'Iiefiance over Pity
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, Internal over External if _

¥ Success 1s dictated by the
;~ strength of the dream, not the

e N < softness of the soil. :
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Celebratmg the Anomaly

e *;i ‘Long live’ is a cheer reserved [‘“

for kings. Here, it is given tn
the(i;ﬁlmate survlvor
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STRUCTURING YOUR % =T
PERSONAL RESPONSE /g% =0k

How to turn your thoughts into ae #' THE REAL-WORLD LINK.
a top-tier exam answer. 7

.- Prompt: Where do you see
' ‘concrete roses' today?

Action: Connect Tupac's
1999 message to modern
society, showing why the
poem's celebration of the
nderdog remains relevan

THE TEXTUAL PROOF. X

Prompt: Which specific
image hit you'the hardest?

Action: Quote the line
o\ {e.g ., the contrast, or the
G\ missing feet) that made you J
o\ Vieualize the struggle. /i,

THE CORE TRUTH.

Prompt: Did this poem
shift how you view people
who start with nothing?

Actlon: State your
immediate reaction to
the theme of survival. /)
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