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~ How to Secure a H1 in Macbeth:

The Examiner’s Playbook

Reverse -engineering the Leaving Cert marking scheme.
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Official State Examinations Commission

The Mindset Shift: Stop Writing, Start Playing

Writing everything you know Answering the specific codes. \/

@knﬂw the play well, but 1 To get a HI in the Single Text section,

very few know how to play the game. you must target the specific codes the <~
= examiner is actively looking for. <
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Official State Examinations Commission

The SEC Blueprint: The Anatomy of 100%

Purpose @ e " 7 Coherence @ v

—

Hitting the@ Linking arguments
and @ @ chronologically to

hidden codes of @ form a flawless chain
the prompt. of logic.

Q T
Language@ N Mechanics @ \/
Wntmb clear cunms \> Eliminating the
and highly prnﬁment | careless)panic errors

sentences without that bleed easy marks.
“flowery” overreach.
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Official State Examinations Commission

Purpose (30%): Decoding the Hidden Codes

|
Macbeth’s unstable and tragic identity 1s s
shaped by a VarietyLof ambiguities and

complexities in his ¢ haracteﬁi%uss...
Code [T] /

Code [U]
Unstable Identity: Tragic Identity: | w9
Psychological fragmentation, Hamartia (fatal flaw), |
wavering resolve, loss of self. fall from greatness,
1 waste of a noble spirit.
o

If you miss a part of the code, your Purpose mark is permanently capped.

[ Key Insight: Every question contains specific instructions. }
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Official State Examinations Commission

The Margin Reality: Balance Your Codes

e ——— |
If an examiner only sees [T] marks in your margin, You must prove how his identity is both
you haven't fully answered the 2023 question. crumbling (U) and lamentable (T).
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Official State Examinations Commission

Coherence (30%): The Separation Test

The Deck of Cards | The Chain of Logic

\( | ﬂ | 'B [ Traﬁli"gon
' ©
' i

(
| ]

-
The Examiner's Test: If | shW

b i \W(
Transitional Logic: Do not jump

paragraphs like a deck of cards and i randomly from Act 1, to Act 5, to Act 3.
hand them to another examiner, can they Example Link: “While his instability [U]
reassemble them in the correct order is born of ambition in Act 1, it evolves

using only your transition sentences? _ into atragic [T] nihilism by Act 5."
. / S

& NotebooklLM



Official State Examinations Commission

The Arc of Human Behavior

Ambition & |
¢~ Wavering Resolve. 1
: — . Psychological
Act1 / Fragmentation.

Valiant Cousin Act3 Tragic Nihilism.

Point of No Return

.E-—_-7 Act 5
Act 5 \//
i Dead Butcher

|

Move through the play chronologically. This structure proves to the examiner that you
understand the definitive arc of human behaviour and psychological decay.
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Official State Examinations Commission

Synthesis Comparison Matrix:
Plot Summary vs. Analytical Insight
}

Examiner Note: We already know the plot.
We want your analysis. \l

The Event: The Murder of King Duncan.

| D-Grade: The Trap H1-Grade: The Target <¢)

The regicide serves as the

| definitive point of no return

for Macbeth’s unstable
identity@

Macbeth kills
Duncan in Act 2.
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Official State Examinations Commission

Language (30%): Precision in the Digital Age

-Q \ Life’s a wali;aénsh_éd-d;\_!

“Life’s@a

&\ 0 Results Found

walking shadow”/

)

Zero Tolerance.

In the digital marking

age, examiners use
search functions to
verify text. Quotes
must be 100% perfect.
Misquoting suggests a
lack of rigour.

Anchor, Don’t Decorate.

Use quotes to anchor
your insights into
human behaviour,

not just to decorate
the page.

(_}Iarity over Complexity.

Clear and concise
sentence structure
outscores ‘flowery’
language every
time. Trying too hard
makes your points
difficult to understand.

& NotebooklLM



Official State Examinations Commission

Mechanics (10%): pon’_t Bleed Easy Marks

je Dooks to tije library.

Fheir H1 (90%) /

The students too \@\

books to the Ilbrary

i F + 5 A -
| : | c |lldl l‘m

Ng, and

[ '-*-_.-"r.f|"_1!|'i;;
OpI! I_. 'Hq
A | | | T|J[

:Ii":r | 1

H2 (89%) X
[U]

The margins at the top are incredibly tight. You cannot break into the
H1 or H2 categories if you make careless spelling or grammatical

errors born of panic. To secure a H1, you must aim for full marks in

mechanics, losing no more than one single mark across the entire essay.

IMEen
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Official State Examinations Commission

The H1 Paragraph Architecture: PEEC

B =

] Stalrt wlfith a toptiﬁ sentence
- e EXpiCitly using the
Pomt@ ~ prompt’s keywords.
T ——————

| ; Integrate a perfectly
Ewdenceo accurate quote.
_— | Offer insight. What does this

; > reveal about the human mind?
e | ExPIanatmn@‘ Why does he behave this way?

Connect this specific moment

to the next chronological
stage of his downfall. /
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Official State Examinations Commission

The Formula Applied: PEEC in Action

(Point) By Act 3, Macbeth’s unstable identity fractures
entirely under the weight of his paranoia.

(Evidence) He laments that his mind is “full of scorpions,”
perfectly encapsulating his internal torment.

(Explanation) This reveals a human mind incapable of
processing the magnitude of its own treason; his
psychological baseline is destroyed.

(Closing) Consequently, this paranoia acts as the catalyst
that drives his tragic descent into the tyrannical slaughter of
Macduff’s family.
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Official State Examinations Commission

The Final Submission Checklist

Whe Margins: Are your U and T prompt codes healthily
balanced throughout the entire essay?

The Order: If you moved your Act 3 paragraph to the end,
would it ruin the chronological, logical flow? (It must!)

The Accuracy: Are your quotes 100% verified? (e.g., ‘a
walking shadow’ vs ‘but a walking shadow’).

The Insight: Did you explain why humans behave this
way when faced with the ‘bizarre and unbelievable’ (2019
Paper), rather than just summarizing what Macbeth did?
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Styled in the Official State Examinations Commission exam booklet

Synthesis: The@Master Map

G S ’ “9’3
[T] VS

Pty ,. PRSI
x You are providing a
Cll_yaua}cyopt the . highly engineered
Examiner's/Mindset, . map that leads the
you aren't just ~ examiner straight
writing an essay. to the top of the
4 y marking scheme.

SN

Act1 _Act4  Act5



