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= The Tulsa Tribune — Special Edition -

Investigating Themes, T
and Truth in S.E. Hinton’s

Masterpiece.

| ~ Junior Cycle English Revision Guide — Designed
. for Reading, Analysis, and Exam Prep.
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. The Timeline:

Chapter 7 at a Glance
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The Headlines:
Heroes or Delinquents?

.\W

ENILE DELINQIENTS
TURN HEROES

The papers praise Ponyboy,
Johnny, and Dally for rescuing the
schoplchildren. Ponyboy's:inanyboy’s
excellent track team and schoo
performance are highlighted to
break the Greaser stereotype. Thus
there was hopered, and oistnttame in

ition's adiing exsira the assesting
shoolchiltren better. Pirst remslosnce
‘n the Plorida and dalli grannen the
meesing to get the team in servimg

. and threst soscaip are encampated to

astor ultimate dathiny smil aiirses
and lzsoal Greaser Dolley.
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The ers pro-se
Panybi;fﬁﬁfmy, and

Dally for rescuing the
sehoolehildren. Panybﬂy'i
excellent trocK team
and school parfarma.nu
are highlighted to break

the Greaser stereotype
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The horsh rﬁa«lf?/. Johnry foces

- manslaughter chorges. Both boys ore
summoned to_jule wvenile court.
The wltimate threot. The stote might
separote the Curtis brothers and send
Ponyboy to @ boys' home.
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Exam Focus: The Tragic
Reality of Johnny Cade

Medical Notes:
Prognosis: Broken back from caved-in roof.

Permanent crippling guaranteed, if he
survives.

Exam Question I: Why would being crippled be
be worse for Johnny than someone else?

\//; No Physical Escape: Johnny’s only defense
against his abusive parents and rival gangs
was his ability to run and hide.

/ _ Loss of Sanctuary: The streets and the

vacant lot were his true home; a wheelchair
traps him in the one place he feels least
safe (his house).

\/ - Gang Dependency: Greaser life requires
physical toughness. Being paralyzed strips
away his role and agency within his chosen
family.
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The Curtis Brothers
Hanging by a Thread

Darr%: The Weight of
the World. Terrified v

of the juvenile -
court separating hig_-\
family. H3 :

- |

.

is
strictness masks _~
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Sudapup:(%idden Heartbreak)
. Uses jo ]
reporters to

mood light.(Secret pain
(Sandy) got pregnant, her

parents refused a /
marriage due to his age,
and she moved to Florida

to live with her %; .

grantmnther.
w35

deep fear.

Ponyboy: Unprocessed
Trauma. ————

Suffers a recurring
nightmare that began
the night of his
parents' funeral. He
never remembers the
dream, but wakes up %
in intense panic.:;"
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The Anatomy of Tension
(The Tasty Freeze)

The Blue Mustang pulls E approaches. :
up. It’s the same Socs Two-Bit issues a warnin
from the park. Ponyboy about the impending rumble.

feels an immediate, Fight or flight kicks in.
intense hatred. \ S
——

Getting Cokes. Two-Bit
and Ponyboy are relaxed.

Normalcy. &

—= «I just want to talk.”
Randy diffuses the threat.
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The tension melts into a
somber, emotional conversation.

|

Time (The Tasty Freeze Scene)




Language Watch:
Setting the Mood

~ Sensory Panic:

Humor as Armor: “ -
Sodapop jokes with 8> ‘
reporters. Hinton uses B Ponyboy's nightmare.
lighthearted language =~ Hinton avolds describing
to show how Greasers E= the dream itself, instead
deflect trauma. — using visceral physical
~ | language to communicate

S psychological scaring
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Mlertnow up

o rf‘ﬁxi . #. ..intense pa¥
comiTy soner but dowe g fy o
. g ue Mustang. Hinton uses
waking up the car nntgjust as a
" vehicle, but as a symbol of
wealthy entitlement and

a trigger for hatred.
——




Fxam Focus: The Bob Iceberg

 Exam Question 3: What was Bob’s
“real” problem, according to Randy? *

The Greaser View \S |
(Surface)
Rich, entitled Soc. Violent bully.
Marcia’s boyfriend. A %Py with
heavy rings and a terrible temper.

Water Level -

-

L i

\ £
4

.r 3
wme e

s
s
|

K— The Real Problem

(Below the surface)

» ;"" A good friend. Overly indulgent parents

“ho never said “no.” Desperate for

boundaries. He acted out violently
hoping someone, anyone, would finally
lay down the law and stop him. |
‘-ﬁ——-—__
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Bridging the Divide:
Greasers vs. Socs

Chapter I Chapter 7
Perspective Perspective

Cold, unfeeling Sick of violence.
enemies who jump kids | Vulnerable, grieving

for fun. Rich and friends who face unique

untouchable. pressures from
indulgent parents.

Broken down. A
realization that heroic
acts (saving kids) have
nothing to do with being
a Greaser or a Soc.

__ﬂ% SHIFT IN VNDERSTANDING!

An impassable wall
| between the East Side
and West Side.
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Exam Question 2 iy d

Exam Focus: The Core Theme Pony Ehink 1t was better to | S8

See Socs as ‘he aint g ol
he,s juSt a guy. ’? ¥
"-'--..-_-__*__,..-l-l-'h.___“ﬁ_ o
Ctripping the Labels: He drops
the tribal label and replaces it

with a human one.

1
&¢

e aint a soc, he’s just a guy.”

S The Futility of tﬁe Rumble:
' ‘ng them as human
»eroal Empathy: He realizes 3, Seeing thew |
ﬁ‘;fzneag the};!ﬂacfm: makes the mpendmg

chirte and blue Mustangs, they gang war f_"ee{ po;ndecg.
they cuffer from gr ief, fear, and Pain i universal.
Family icues just like Greasers.




Perception vs.
Reality

The media shapes public
opinion rapidly. The boys
go from delinquents to
heroes overnight, showing
how society misjudges the
working class.

The True Meaning
of Family

The Curtis brothers and
the gang prove that chosen
family bonds are stronger

than blood. Darry’s
greatest fear is the state
destroying that bond.

Empathy Across
Classes

Ponyboy and Randy’s
conversation proves that
empathy can bridge the
harshest economic and
social divides.




Exam Question 4: Imagine you are a
reporter that has interviewed Ponyboy.

Write the news article that would appear

in the local paper the following day. |

1. The Hook. Write a catchy headline.
Contrast their rough appearance with their

heroic deeds.
| c:[z.l"i"'-C.AL'
o. The Facts. Mention the caved-in roof, P““”Ti_

Johnny’s injuries, and Dally’s recnveriéf)

3. Break the Stereotype. Include details
about Ponyboy’s excellent grades and track

team performance 10 shock your readers.

4. The Quote. Embed 2 quote from Ponyboy
showing his humility. (e.g., “It didn’t have
anything to do with my being a greaser.”)
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Case Closed: Chapter 7
Summary Checklist

R 14 [y_r Understood the tragic severity of Johnny’s

medical prognosis.

«Heroes” vs. the threat of juvenile court.

[\({ Tracked S.E. Hinton’s use of tension and
sensory language at the Tasty Freeze.

htfiUnpacked Randy’s revelation about Bob’s
need for parental boundaries.

[jd/MMStered.Ponyboy’s thematic realization
that “Socs are just guys.”

[\{r Prepared the structure for the reporter
writing task. |

You are ready. Save this file

for your Junior Cycle revision.
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Eyffﬂnalyzed the media’s portrayal of the boys as
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