The Outsiders
Chapter Eight
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The Fragility of Johnny

—

Johnny is fading. He whispers a

request for Ponyboy to finish reading
Gone with the Wind to him.

®

Author’s Craft: Symbolism

The book represents Southern Gentlemen
and gallantry. Even as he faces death, Johnny

clings to this ideal of bravery and honor.
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Two Tgpes of Family —

- & ot e T

Blolog_lcal Famlly_
(Johnny’s Mother)

Chosen Family
(The Greasers)

= Actions:
She is a mean-spirited, nagging

e Actions:
Two-Bit and Ponyboy visit him,

Er"ic_ & woman who blames Ponyboy and bring his book, and Two-Bit EUF’FE’J?[:‘;‘;; .
o Two-Bit for Johnny’s condition. aggressively defends Johnny by o
down. Insulting her. up.

= Johnny’s Reaction:
Completely refuses to see her.

e Johnny’s Reaction:
Wants Ponyboy to stay and read to

him.

Author s Message. Famlly sn't always blood. It is built on onalty,
care, and showing up when things get hard. '?
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——
Dall' Dally's Dangerous Request™

s
Tim Shepard
The Trigger: Tim Shepard The Urgency: Dally feels the The Reaction: Two-Bit gladly
(leader of another gang) pressure. He asks Two-Bit hands it over immediately.
visits Dally to discuss the for his prized possession: a Zero questions asked.
upcoming rumble. black-handled switchblade.
Plot The Rule of the Greasers: Critical

Element Unquestioning loyalty. MLl
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**Trust.

This is Two-Bijt's
prized possessjop.
Giving it away
without asking why

HANDLE GM'“?" S
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The Divided Loyalties of Cherry Valance

The Socs:

She is a Soc. She
absolutely cannot visit
the boy (Johnny) who
killed her boyfriend, Bob.

Social Pressuré
% Past

The Greasers:
She acts as a spy. She
warns Ponyboy that the
Socs have agreed to fight
the rumble with no weapons.

AN SO N ANANNARNNAN NN AN NN

Moral Conflict
& Future

Ponyboy briefly calls her a traitor, but quickly forgives her. Why?
He realizes she is hopelessly trapped between two warring worlds.
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S.E. Hinton's<Complex Characters

The Mc'ms’cer'i y The Boy:

Violent, cruel, an Cherry insists he had
e et side and wa
(Driven by a genuinely loved by

and peer Pressum). those who knew him.

1‘.' —

S.E. Hinton uses Cherry’s memories of Bob to‘break
down stereotypes: The Socs aren't just faceless
villains; they are deeply flawed, real humans.
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The Sunset Equalizer
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The 3 Big Themes of Chapter 8

s M'
=z . Blade & WS
P ¢ Loya Ity & " § Hospital “ﬂw
easer Brotherhood mor
Fs vane (Two-Bit's blade, hos
e visiting the hospital). s
— Biological
VS, Chosen N Grief & Sunset
\l The Calm /
{7 Before the
The Meanin Rumble.
| fF a.l g Everything is Share_d
| Oof Family settfﬂfg the | Humanlty
f (Johnny's biological Y stage for the, (Cherry’s grief over
mother vs. the final clash Bob, the Sunset)., Cherrys

(T”"ﬂ-&'t

/ Chrg,vte d .

&1 NotebookLM

Greasers).




EXAMOQY

EXam Attack: The Sunset Question g .5

] .
...... —
What does Ponyboy mean when he says to Cherry that he can see the 0
sunset on the East sidetoo? TR R
Step 1: The Literal Meaning | I E s e
They are looking at the exact same physmal sun from different Shared Humanity =
E SIdESﬂftDW" et M | s A ; , .

Same sun,
different locations!,

Greasers (East) and Socs (West) are not inherently different.
i - : They experience the same beauty, fears, and human emotions.

Crucial realization
StepaThePlotEf e & ' Pﬂﬂybﬂys growth!

- : . Acknowledging this helps Ponyboy forgive Cherry and
Breaks the g~/ B realize the gang war is ultimately pointless. |
cycle of conflict. = T




Exam Attack: The Empathy Task
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Exam Attack: The Blade Question

S.E. Hinton doesn’t tell us
directly. We have to infer.

e Physical Need: Dally is physically recovering from
severe burns. He needs an equalizer to ensure he is

strong enough for the rumble. K Crucial for

* ~survival!
 Emotional Need: He is deeply traumatized by

Johnny’s critical condition. Arming himself
represents his desperate desire for revenge and
a need to regain control.

WS Psychological armor.
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Chapter 8 Revision Checklist

Before moving to Chapter 9, can you:

‘f:? 1

7| Explain the stark contrast between Johnny’s
_mother and the Greasers? K A

o7 ( Identify what Two-Bit’s switchblade and the survival!
~J sunset symbolize?

\ ) Understand Cherry’s internal conflict

—J regarding Bob? ‘\ Psgchologfcal
e 41 Use terms like Symbolism, Foreshadowing, armor.
and Inference in your answers?

You're ready for the Rumble.
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