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Cracking Question B

A step-by-step guide to mastering the Introduction
to a Collection of Essays for the Leaving Cert.
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~ When this question first appeared in

~ the 2020 exam, students panicked.

 Writing an introduction to an

‘ imaginary collection of essays felt

~ entirely new and completely question 0%

unstructured. Lreak it down
PraPEP’I_Yr
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— The Premise: You are introducing an
imaginary book filled with essays on a

specific topic.
_ Your Role: You are the editor/curator

greeting the reader at the door. = "8
- Your Goal: Welcome the audience, explain the

| book’s overarching purpose, and tell them
exactly what to expect inside.




= $ The Golden Rule: Let the
Prompts Dictate Your Content

You cannot just write whatever you want about the topic.
Your content is strictly dictated by the exam question.
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The Step-by-Step Blueprint

N
Step 1: Envision. Think about the topic and imagine the /
specific stories that will appear in the book. (sTories
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;
Step 2: Welcome. Greet the reader, create a title, and | O
. TONE
set the tone.
¥ e
' : EXACT
Step 3: Execute the Prompts. Dedicate specific, separate TASKS

paragraphs to the three exact tasks asked in the question.

Step 4: Sign-Off. Close the introduction by w1sh1ng the
reader well.




Executing Steps 1 & 2: Creating the World

Welcome to this latest installment

Detectives on the Beat, where you
will find hours of intrigue. This
book of contemporary detective

-wa  fiction is up there with the best

WA, w:iﬁ‘g”@ we have produced and I hope you

ED&”;YS‘;;M have as much fun reading them as

the reaner our writers had creating it.
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The Evidence: Isolating the T
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You have been asked to write the introduction to a new collection
of contemporary detective fiction. In your introduction you should:

e ...outline the reasons why you think detective stories have
enduring appeal

e ...discuss some of the personal qualities you believe are
essential in a memorable fictional detective

e ...explain why you recommend this particular collection of
stories to readers.




We, as a species, are enthralled
with the world of crime, a world far
removed from our humdrum lives...

- One only has to look at the popularity _
of true crinme...
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| Nailing Task 2: Personal Qualities @

....dis'ss some of the
personal qualities
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essentialee.
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The best detectives... are
lone wolves, who go against
the accepted norms...
decisive, determined and
not scared to ruffle a few
feathers... 1ike Harry
Bosch, Roy Grace or Jimmy
McNulty.
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‘ ain why you

recommend this

particular
collection...

This particular collection will
appeal to all readers, as there is
a mixture of old style murder
mysteries, while the pitfalls of
social media and cat-fishing play
a central role...
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Executing Step 4: The Final Word

Always finish by directly addressing the audience one last time. Wishing
them well with a simple phrase like ‘Happy Reading!’ is a basic courtesy that
perfectly frames your composition as a true introduction.

We hope that you enjoy these stories and
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The Golden Thread: Architecture of a Perfect Answer

The Exam Prompt The Essay Structure

Prompt Requirement I [N Para 1I: The Welcome

Para 2: Executing Prompt I

~ Ingight: The
the heavy [ifting- 107 Para 5: Executing Prompt 3
PMM""‘PM exacty

rpmptf;
between & Para 6: The Sign-off
g.gh-ﬂm“"
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Understand the core concept: I am the
editor introducing an imaginary book.

Invent a title for the collection and
write a welcoming opening.

Identify the 3 mandatory prompts
hidden in the exam question.

Dedicate distinct paragraphs to
answering each prompt fully.

Sign off with a polite “Happy Rea,dmgl #

(=) Nﬂt&bﬂpkLM



: B—

Question B is not a test of purefmagination;itis a
test of structure. Follow the prompts, welcome your
reader, and claim your marks.
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