Junior Cycle English Prep
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Breaking down the plot, character
psychology, and core themes.
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The Yearbook.
Ponyboy is stuck in bed and

reflects on
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The Visitor.
Randy drops by to discuss
tomorrow’s court hearing.

i
Th

j = Sl e Ear e Sty
4 g B *:P: &

i "-.1'.’ A T St i

The Breaking Point.
Ponyboy's mind snaps under the
1‘ntense pressure of grief.
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A Week in Bed Leads ‘o
a Stavrtling Viscovery

f"‘\"

s -
i

k4.
= -"""r LR Wi T Sy L. 5 iy
P a o = b .

e g

TR

Spman Canth Hock Maikes

-
I:.l"h .l_‘,_i'h.r' I_i"

'y & il & N L .:-l"r-!- ) B AR
e 0 I ol e B R 4...4.-1\."&-..‘1'..

o e P’ ey g ¥ %] o [ N oy
N B '!.'_.-L.r::F.‘ P T I | g __:.'._. -"-'."-'1.- " it
d iy -t - L i Lo '-'_-;_l-|"-|I" N T -
) 3 = 2 L (' ,
N W S R ' -,
.
- : i
N 5
!
L
hr
'
P
iy a
Fa

- Ponybuy is stuck at home fora
 week recovering from his physical Ff |
injuries. |

- To kill the boredom, he flicks
- through his brother Soda's old
- school yearbooks.

- He lands on a photo of Robert
Sheldon—Boh. the Soc that J nhnny
m killed fﬁa
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Robert Sheldon
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Theme Alert: The Power of Empathy. ;

This moment shows massive character growth. Ponyboy is mentally
breaking down the gang rivalry. He realizes that behind the
terrifying "Soc" label is a real teenage boy. He is learning

to put himself in someone else’s shoes.




ouy Randy, a SOC- S
" involved in Bob’s death
must stand before a judge
tomorrow.
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Darry announces a visitor: ?

Ponyboy finds Randy’s
complaints hard to listen
to. Why? Because the boys
are playing by entirely
different sets of rules.

Randy is incredibly
stressed. His father
’Fnld him to tell the
Judge the truth, and
Randy is gutted because

he feels he has let his
dad down.




 The Justice System s
i Not Equal

What happens if the Judge {9
rules against them tomorrow? £ -:
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Ponyboy's Stakes

Status: The Greaser.

¥

?\and\i'ﬁ_ Stakes = | feaglic -\ Consequence: The
‘ | 4 = -\ authorities split

the brothers up.
Status: The wealthy Soc.

Ponyboy is thrown into
Consequence: His dad is loaded the foster care system—
and can pay a fine to make the system—the thing the
trouble go away. He faces family

brothers are terrified
disappointment. terrified of.
~ Danger Level: Low. ‘ Danger Level: High.
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He tells Ponyboy not to worrys i
saying Pony 3 s innocent becau 7
Johnny was the one with the knili€.

".-_ .:jl. 3 : 3
Ponyboy snaps. He begins o
| shouting these two massive
. ™ massive lies.
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L a8 a tfotal messSe.
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Y ~ The Brain’s Defense Against ‘

| i
- Physical Exhaustion
(A week stuck in bed)

.

:
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Intense Grief |
. (Losing his best friend)

X Deep Fear

| (The looming court

hearing and foster care)
i- i o : P —_——————

~+  Ponyboy isn’t lying on purpose. His brain is so traumatised by
~ the violence and loss that it literallyrewrites™the story to
protect him from the agonizing reality that Johnny is gone.
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Key Insight: Darry recognizes what others
miss. Ponyboy isn't just physically injured
from the rumble; he is mentally broken.
. Darry acts as a true, caring parent,
knowing it will take much more than a week
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The Class Divide.

Loss of Innocence. Empathy vs. Labels.
- The looming court

Ponyboy’s mental Looking closely at the
breakdown is proofof | § Yyearbook proves that hearing highlights
the terrible | understanding people & extreme unfairness.
psychological toll .| asindividualsisthe [ The wealthy face
that gang violence only way to end the & fines, while the poor
takes on teenagers. _ destructive Socvs. # 1 face foster care and
=S Greaser war. broken families.
K} Violent Trauma. RS

Tndividuality *§ \9 INJUSTIGE

> Gang Identity L /=

Bring these three frameworks into your Junior Cycle
answers to show a mastery of Chapter 11.
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