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The falling action moves quickly
from shock to a final tragedy.
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after Johnny’s death.

Dally calls the gang.
He robbed a grocery
store and is running

from the police.

Ponyboy wanders
home in deep denial

death.

Dally faces the Ponyboy wakes up
police at the vacant three days later
lot and is shot. with a concussion.
Ponyboy collapses.
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*i“Ponyboy wanders the streets |
"ina state of total denial. After Johnny dies,

Ponyboy roams the
hospital halls and
city streets in a
daze, completely
disoriented.
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A stranger has to give
him a ride home because
his head is bleeding.
Ponyboy 1s in deep
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psychological shock. “ :
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The silent grief at home is
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shattered by a desperate phone call. '

The Call

Al

The phone rings. It’s Dally. He

[ Everyone is silent. Ponyboy has has just robbed a grocery store
just delivered the devastating and the police are chasing him.
news: Johnny is dead. He needs a place to hide.
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* & o\ Accompanied by wailing sirens, the gang \”‘f&}
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7  immediately races to the vacant lot. Qo=
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© ' =~~_ Everyone reaches the vacant lot . ){E > |
T, at the exact same time. |
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Dally Winston wanted to be dead
and he always got what he wanted

.
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What the police saw:
N A dangerous, fleeing criminal
/‘ F o raising a weapon to fight.
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What Ponyboy knew:

Dally’s gun was unloaded. Dally only ever
loved one thing: Johnny. With Johnny gone,
Dally wanted the police to end his life.

/

Exam Keywords:
Suicide by Cop / Tragic Flaw /
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As the tragedy unfolds, Ponyboy’s conditlion
vision shifts in

rapidly worsens. His
n barely stand.

focus. He ca

1

The next thing he remembersSe. .
is waking Uup at home.
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, the physical and
emotional toll becomes clear.
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Minor Concussion

Sustained when a Soc kicked him
in the head during the rumble.
He has been delirious in bed

for three days.

; A
_r"-.. F
Fof F d
e
e —

75 mOt ional Shock

The psychological result of
processing two traumatic deaths
in a single night.
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¥l A left-behind book becomes a
/' painful symbol of lost friends.
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The Fact: Darry reveals that |
Johnny instructed the nurse to %
to give his copy of Gone with
the Wind to Ponyboy.
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The Meaning: The book makes
Ponyboy think of the “Southern

gentlemen” riding off to certain
death in the war.

The Connection: The suicidal
bravery reminds him too much of
Dally’s final moments.

Overwhelmed, Ponyboy vows
never to finish the book.
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" Our minds often invent problems ..
1 that do not exist in reality.

The Reality ' T
. ﬁ\\ ¥
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_%Pony’s Delirious Fear

While unconscious, ‘

Soda puts his mind at
_ T | ease. He confirms ’
o \3“ E;%ﬂ?:sy glaar}cl%kee only | =Ly editer. e
ey asked for Soda.HanqS Dar%gri;nit:sn&ye 4 and
. / - %gi‘lx?ff? ffla(? ?Jlfr%hr’?i;g | faithfully sitting by
,«%i Darry’s feelings. [:18 bed the ezilre time. ﬂ
Key Insight: This highlights how human behavior makes us --
make up issues in our heads that have no basis in reality. il L
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The threat of the
brothers being split up ;
and placed in a boys’ -
home is still a very

real possibility.
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@ e The chapter contrasts the heavy cost |
' of loss with unconditional loyalty. %
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£The Cost of LOSSS
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Despite the surroundj v k
chaos,_ the gang’s 191}%%5 N 5~
remains until the very =
Darry and Soda prove their |
devotion by staying by |
Ponyboy’s bed for days.

f We see how drastically

handle
jfferently people ha
2 dgrief. Ponyboy goes into
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Dpajly becomes vmlentl:{l
destructive and forces t
— end of his own 1ife.
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Test your understanding with
Junior Cycle practice questions.

% 1. Why did Dally decide to pull an unloaded gun on &
the police? What does this reveal to us about the
‘real’ Dally? *

2. How did you feel when Dally was killed? Were you
surprised by your reaction?

i 3. Ponyboy worries about hurting - T?p Tip: )
Darry’s feelings. What did you Sehfh_e P.E.E.’ method Z
learn about human behavior from o1nt, Evidence,

Explain) when writing

XF the way Ponyboy acted? - Jour exam answers tq
. . — 8uarantee top marks! -
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