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Chapter 6 at a Glance: The Narrative Arc

" The[Confession

Juhnn;f Ehﬂckﬁ Dall;.r by declaring /1  Returning to the church, the | The devastating physical
he wants to return home and | | Dboys find it engulfed in flames | toll of the fire leads to an
confess to his crime. F/ | and instinctively launch a rescue " emotional hospital reunion

: - of trapped schoolchildren. with Darry and Sodapop.
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— l’m QOing baCk ,\ ‘ Johnny is adamant and tired of running.

and turning | _
§ g ' The Parental Contrast '

myse'f in. V4 - He recognizes his own parents wouldn't

‘ care what happens to him.

He knows Ponyboy’s brothers genuinely
‘ care and want to see Ponyboy again. i
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Dally’s Hidden Depths

Swears under his breath,
aggressive exterior,
product of neglectful
parents.

Pleads with Johnny to
change his mind.
Desperately fears that
sending Johnny to

prison will harden him in
the same tragic way
Dally was hardened.




The Key Moment: The Church Fire

ﬂGtIIl!l on Instinct.

The Guilt: Ponyboy suspects their cigarette butt started the
blaze.

The Discovery: A picnic of schoolchildren; an adult chaperone
screams that kids are missing.

The Decision: Without hesitation, Ponyboy and Johnny climb
straight through the window into the burning building.
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[nside the Inferno: The Rescuve

Discovery

The boys locate the
terrified children huddled
together at the back of

the smoky inferno.

Evacvation

They rapidly lift the kids out
the window, one by one, as
Dally appears outside yelling
that the roof is caving in.

The Collapse

As the last child is lifted, the
roof crumbles. Johnny shoves
Ponyboy out the window just
as he is struck, letting out
a terrible scream.




The Irony of Johnny

The Paradox: In the most deadly, terrifying situation of his entire life, running'
through a burning building, Ponyboy realizes Johnny is completely devoid of fear.

N Johnny in the F‘ re.

Alive, fearless, ';." -
deEpIy purposeful
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Why Wasn't Johnny Scared?
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DN/ OSSR The Absence of Fear

> Heis no longer a victim of

. L5 his circumstances; he has
<5, e N g p7-28 transformed into a savior.
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Dally to the Rescue (A Different Kind of Hero)

ThelStrike
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Dally doesn’t run n for the kids—he stays When Ponyboy tries to run back into the
outside, yelling a desperate warning about inferno for Johnny, Dally clubs him across
the caving roof to save his gang. the back, knocking him unconscious.




Dally’s Transformation Marix
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Attitude Selfish, hardened by his
Desperately fears losing

upbringing, hates the world.
Vulnerability Unbreadkeatglsﬁ - S8, Johnny to :Ihe sgstem or
' to death.

Selfless toward his gang,
fiercely protective.

Risks his life, rushing to the

Commits crimes for thrill
and rebellion.

F
’
'

burning timber to pull the
boys from the fire.




The Aftermath: The Cost of Heroism
Dally Johnny

Burned arm from
reaching into the
fire, but will fully
recover.

Unconscious
twice; suffered
mild burns.
burns. Saved by

Dally’s jacket. Critical condition.

Severe burns,
struck by falling
ty falling timber,

potentially
broken back.




Professional Heroes or Juvenile Delinquents?

Jerry: Jokingly asks if they are
professional heroes.

Ponyboy: Frankly replies that they are
~ Juvenile delinquents.

e Confessi'on The Parental Moment,

At the hospital, Ponyboy confides
{- + the story of Bob’s death. Jerry
{ '-/ validates it was self-defense.

Jerry tells Ponyboy he shouldn’t
smoke—the ver flrst time an adult has
shown Ponyboy normal, caring
parental concern.




Al Family Reunited (The Epiphany)

 Sodapop arrives at
the hospital and

Immediately hugs ”Dal‘l’y fs St["l'ct * Ponyboy finally

Ponyboy. understands that
because he loves Darysharshnes
" stems from a deep,
D — P Onyboy- terrifying fear of
e Darry arrives In tears, :
. losing another
shocking Ponyboy and R b e e
- completely dissolving Y '
1+ the anger between

i them.
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Theme Synthesis: What is a Hero?

Selflessness Bravery
Putting the lives of The Running into a

unknown children crumbling, burning
above their own safety G reaser structure without
and freedom. hesitation.

Hero

Defying Labels

Proving that society’s juvenile delinquents
are capable of the highest moral acts.

% THE BOYS REDEFINE HEROISM NOT BY THEIR SOCIETAL STATUS, BUT

: THROUGH THEIR INSTINCT TO SACRIFICE THEMSELVES FOR OTHERS.



Junior Cycle Exam Prep &
Creative Challenge

Analyze (Paragraph Question)

Do you think Dally’s parents have influenced his personality?
Explain your answer by contrasting his hardened exterior with
his desperate fear for Johnny.

Create (Diary Entry)

Imagine you are Johnny. Write a diary entry based on the
events of the fire. Focus heavily on exploring the irony of why
you finally felt alive while facing absolute danger.




