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e East Side. €«— &« e West Side. —> $ :
e Working-class / Poor. struggle A€ _ * Wealthy and privileged. Morey ' ok
. *Long hair and Ieathijg jac':kets. ‘D\\I\De * Drive blue Mustangs & wear
"~ & .* Viewed as hoods. untair! madras shirts. —= Cgc—52 .
i * Fiercely loyal to their gang (Fawmil . > e Jump greasers out of boredom}/mlence'
" e Emotional State: Feel everything e Emotional State: Cool, numb, and -
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* Synthesis Insight: Despite the divide, both sides watch the same sunset.
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The Reluctant Father (Duty)

Strict, highly intelligent. Gave
up his future to keep the family
out of the boys' home.

Study Note: He yells at
Ponyboy out of deep terror
of losing him.

3 er (Heart)
% % 2 The peacemak (

f/ Ml = Charming, cheerful high-
®  school dropout. Deeply
traumnatized DY being the
: rope in Darry and Ponyboy's
tug-of-war.

The Observer (Soul)
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A Timeline of
Escalating Violence

Point 4: The
Fountain (2:30 AM)
Drunk Socs attack. Bob

; nearly drowns Ponyboy.
Ponyboy misses curfew. Terrified by past trauma,
point 1: The Darry slaps him in a panic. Johnny uses his

‘. In Point 2: The Blue Ponyboy runs away. switchblade. Bob is killed.

® Ponyboy and Johnny Mustang

: irls
ct with SD'-?EE Johnny Bob and Randy trail the

group. Cherry leaves with
them to prevent a street
brawl.

Point 3: The 2 AM
Slap
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The Windrixville Hideout

o = |

The Disguise ,
o Cutting and bleaching their hair. = it
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Exam Insight: Represents :
a massive loss of Greaser
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The Fixer
Dally provides $50, dry clothes,

< aplan,andaloadedgun. |
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TNk identity and pride. ok
N & | L0 &
The Distraction =8 e ‘H
Reading Gone with the Wind. Y T ; 4 The Update
Johnny idolizes the gallant | :. : g ; Dally arrives. Police are 7
/\; Southern gentlemen, comparing | i ' looking in Texas, Cherry is
| theqlbravery directly to DaH}f i y “  spying for the Greasers, and a
o I _1 1\' i & é/ | massive rumble is scheduled.
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Unpacking the ‘Stay Gold’ Metaphof
$

Annotation !
Y
Gold represe ( outh & fﬂﬂﬂCEﬂce)
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Nature’s first green is gold
Her hardest hue to hold...
So dawn goes down to day.
Nothing gold can stay.

Annotation 3 (Johnny's Hope)

Johnny realizes the sunsets and

® poetry are Ponyboy's gold. He

® desperately wants Ponyboy to
preserve his potential and avoid

« becoming hardened.

Annotation 2 (The Greaser Reality)

The violent gang lifestyle forces
Johnny and Ponyboy to grow up too
fast, threatening their gold.
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Redefining Heroism 1n the
Flames

Action

The church burns with

Gl AN

/.~ /-] schoolchildren trapped inside.
N Ponyboy and Johnny rush in

= B through a window without

AN/ hesitation.
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Exam Takeaway: The papers call them heroes. They prove that their SR
worth is defined by their instinctive drive to protect innocents, not

e

Mindset

Ponyboy wonders why he isn't
scared. Johnny acts with total,
uncharacteristic confidence
because he is finally saving lives
instead of being a victim.

Dally’s jacket saves Ponyboy
from severe burns. A falling .-
timber breaks Johnny’s back.

their juvenile delinquent label.
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Fracturing the ‘Us
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| e Randy tells Ponyboy he refuses
| ot to fight in the rumble.
e He reveals Bob's real problem:
his overly indulgent parents never
said no to him.

| ds
as he finally understan
Darry's Strictn€ss is rooted |
purely in love and fear. |

— Core Insight: Ponyboy realizes Socs
O = — are just guys. Vulnerability and pain
“HVJ\QQ | : exist on both sides of town.



B, * L g . f}l‘ N ST gt i 7 IR
N RN TR T RN
: SO P ety
o 7 s . F. ok -
£

The Hollow Victory of the Rumble

CAMMMAAL oo setun  ARMINM X
AAAMARR ez zsoce AAMAMY X )

% SYEIXXEY physical clash. | '- -
/ ANNNANNANAN (TNATNAN :

n O —

o) ——
.__._. .-E B s m .

!
V. e P
o

The Juxtaposition (Exam Focus)

Darry is challenged by Paul Holden, his former high
school friend and football teammate. Paul represents
everything Darry could have been if he had money and
didn't have to raise his brothers.

rgvin the fight. But as Johnny

The Result: The Grease

Y realizes on his deathbed, fighting IS us_eless. The victory g L
\ »O changes nothing about their societal status. R he
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Two Paths of Grief and Tragedy.
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- . e o Path 2: p ’ i
path T: Johnny's Sﬁ;:f;pfital- s W bt
's S | . Cannot handle the loss of
Johnny-the only thing in the

- hero
Dies 2 stay gold, Ponyboy .

& ® world he truly loved. He

Last words:
\\ He accepts his death 1ives : N
o ®  cacefully because the Johnny died with a purpose. —[SERERg ® robs a store,”aims ap
| : Dally was hardened by the world SRR = unloaded gun at the po1j
his own death and is shot. POSACEl

Ei the children he save
W VOIS _ and engineered ai
the moment his only remaining
soft spot was taken away. |
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Surviving the
Psychological Fallout

Trauma & Denial

Suffering a concussion, Ponyboy
becomes delirious for three days.
He insists to Randy that he killed
Bob and that Johnny is still alive—a
psychological coping mechanism
to avoid crushing reality.

The Hearing

wrongdoing, allowing the
brothers to stay together.

¥/ Ending the Tug-of-War

The judge acquits Ponyboy of J Soda breaks down, begging Darry
. and Ponyboy to stop fighting, as

........

I'l.rll...

. itistearing him apart. The brothers
. promise to heal together.
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The Navrative Comes Full Civcle

:ﬁaﬁyfna—y finds o note slipped inside (Zaae o the Wind, but Johnny exploins

the ‘ _ of S‘f‘{?; Vr sto < ‘
T Mes50? s The Catalst s/ The R,

e -
js a note F70% 1o rescue his bk | _, Pop Solwlon
poy £i7 ith thot . Yboy
f 3\ Povy yinside gone W A7 grade, Ponyboy’s English ©7 Write ¢,
o \ . g1ipped Wind. Johnm - . {y wl teacher assigns him an [/ 0Utsideps ®Ip othey.
7T ) L the peanin® °* '/ .. autobiographical theme. cu# beauty .~ See the
explalf® = 4 urges poni . (o ]
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St:g chare their story v_boy. But she moved to roll SFDM.
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- A to write it

He begins writing his theme with the exact opening line of the novel:

When I stepped out into the bright sunlight...
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Junior Cycle Themes

I. Class Conflict 2. Chosen Family
The destructive, arbitrary nature & Brotherhood
of the East vs. West social When traditional family

divide. The novel proves that structures fail (like Johnny’s

wealth does not insulate the | apysive parents), the Greasers
Socs from suffering, and . survive through absolute loyalty

ROVerty g not ghil - ki and chosen brotherhood.
Greasers of their humanity.
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3. Preserving
Innocence

The overarching struggle to

~ remain gold (hopeful, empathetic,

and pure) in an unfair, violent,
and hardening world.
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g ’Flrst—Person Narrat:l.on i
We see the world strictly through Ponyboy’s 14—year—old eyes
Advantage' Creates deep emotional empathy.

kDrawback He is an unreliable narrator when traumatized or unconsclous ;
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Foreshadowmg
Dropping hints of future events to build tension.

Example: The menacing presence of the blue Mustang; Ponyboy stating,
“Things couldn’t get worse. | was wrong.”

% vEe— o

Juxtaposition
Placing two contrasting things side-by-side to highlight differences.

Example Darry facmg off agamst the wealthy, college-bound
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Essential Evidence
for Exam Essays
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