to SteinbecC

Toolkit
OBJECTIVE:
Identify the four
literary tools the
author uses to set
up the story.
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. Magnifying Glass
" (Description): Setting the
Scene. How vivid details of

- the landscape create a

. specific mood before anyone
- even speaks.

chudmg Cunversuﬂnns
| How the way characters
| speak to each other reveals
@ /| hidden relationships and
@ J| secrets.
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Ry ' Fingerprint Ink
=

= ZL\ \...,) (Characterisation):

Profiling the Suspects.

How physical actions and

,j behaviors reveal who a
. character truly is.

Red String (Fureshnduwmg)' £
Connecting the Clues. o
How the author drops subtle |~
hints about future dangers.
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Tool I: Degcription =
The Scene of the Incident
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h‘r: efo he.y speak, the description of them

investigator's insig
walkingg single file physically demonstrates that one ma

and the other is a follower.
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Tool 2: Characterisation —
Profiling the Men
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Subject A: Lennie | ‘Subject B: George
_ : 8 Constant
- Behavior: Child-like character. Needs to cupervision - Role: The protector. Looks out for g, den of
be stopped from drinking too much water.  ,oquired! Lennie, who clearly has a disability. ,ecponcibility
- Fixations: Fondness for different types 5 - Temperament: Easily frustrated. Gets g
of materials. Likes to pet soft things. gzhfyi ¢ enraged by Lennie's actions (like the  Juternal
. fer | " ) mouse and complaining about ketchup). conflict /
= Hidden Item: Carrying a dead mouse in his ctress
pocket (which he tries unsuccessfully to  rye: (ack of
hidEL u“afer;tﬂhd;?lg - i T

- congequences

——

Relationship Status: Unequal but deeply depéndent. George provides survival
instructions; Lennie provides companionship.
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basic information.

"Tool 3: Dialogue - What They Say

Lennie can't remember/?

George uses dialogue

to set rules for
survival.

(And What They Hide)

Witness Transcrip

“Lennie needs to keep quiet around the boss
until they see him work.”

“Den’t want any trouble like we had in Weed.”
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Intrigue injected! The
author uses dialogue
here to make the
reader ask: What
happened in Weed?
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Backstory Unlocked: The Incident in Weed

The Trigger: Lennie decides he wants to
touch the fabric of a girl’s dress.

The Panic: The girl gets scared and starts
screaming.

Context: This s‘ror'r spills out
because George loses his
. temper when Lennie complains

about a lack of ketchup.
It reveals the constant

The Intervention: George has to hit Lennie danger Lennie's child-like
to force him 1o let go. | fixations put Them in.

The Reaction: Out of fear, Lennie grabs her
and holds on tightly.

The Escape: The two men are chased completely

out of the town by a group of men. ;
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This shared story
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cheers Lennie up,

but leaves George annoyed as he
realizes he still has to wake up and

work for a boss tomorrow.
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- Have each other.,
- Get a stake together to b
u
smgll farm ang house, =
- Live off the fatta the 1ap
(Self—s};tfficient, grow own fooq),
1 role: Looking
S.




Tool 4: Foreshadowing — Reading the Warning Signs
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Foreshadowing: When an author |
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.| hints at something that might |
happen later in the story.

Danger: Geore

#

eis already
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boss while revealing

-~ Description:
Establishes a quiet
world that is about

to be disrupted.
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A Perfect

Opening ““TT? i ]

Dialogue: Hides§ J?

secrets from the

L
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past traumas
(Weed) .

0 Steinbeck doesn't just tell a story;

= e Ry e
e e T e S S S et

e S SR |

he builds a tra?. Everg
detail from the landscape to a dead mouse s a deliberate tool
engineered to make us worry about what happens next.

Characterisatlon'
Shows us a dangerous
imbalance of power
(Child-like giant +
frustrated protector).
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Foreshadowing:
Plants ticking time
bombs (Dead mice &
hiding in the
brush).
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D 1. What is your impression of Lennie from what
you have read in Section 17

D 2. What type of relationship do the two men have?

D 3. How does the author use foreshadowing in
section 1? What does this tell you about what
might happen?

4. What is the purpose of the dialogue between
the two men?

D 5. Describe what their dream is according to
what George and Lennie tell us.

Review the case files above to build your evidence.
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