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if Peula and the authorities view Ricky Bella offers breakfast and comfort instead

_—- jesa “spitfire” and a “menace.” ) i | of punishment. This is Ricky’s first experience
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DIRECTOR'S TOOLKIT: JUXTAPOSITION

20| €~ Whaititi smaches opposites together. He places Ricky'e hilarious, WH .
w # a EF
happy birthday party right next to Bella's sudden, tragic death to s )

make the emotional loss feel overwhelmingly sudden to the audience.
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Close to the Sky
- Ricky proves he'

)

: a hero by saving
i BH,.H;,,Q'BMH D the sick ranger. C i :
- Ricky fakes his death r - TF;E.' lgrfe: )
to escape Juvee. | =L L el ) el
b\ : Ricky bond over e
ESCAPE! RS * chared grief.
— Camp 3: = - \h- . ﬁ

Camp 2: Broken Foot Camp The Ranger’s Hut | Camp 6: Scrapyard War

- Forced ctillnecs. - Misunderstanding makes - The farcical tank chage

Ricky learns The Knack. them famous outlaws. , and final capture.
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* ANOTHER DOOR: THE FAKED DEATH

sdentally burng it too
'cf{:cgc::md ﬂees*ywith only his
dog (Tupac) and a bag of

Knacker biscuits.

THE ;}HREAT;
Child Welfare sends a ;
lett;r. Hec rejects Ricky- : dumm Dgﬁfgl?fé’ ?gm
afety closes. Build a straw - e vs:
The door on ¢ Burn the barn. (eave a Ricky's escape is born from deep

grief and the terror of the care
system. Yet, Waititi makes the
execution hilariously clumsy.

This signature style finds humor
r in the middle of a crisis.

poorly written cuicide note.
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Ricky uses clang to feel big
' but reads well. e

Hec struggles with reading but
| possesses “The Knack”™—a
% . deep, instinctive wilderness

 The Context: Rt N e The Close-Up &
| == A Chow, Don't Tell

AT i
Hee refuses to talk
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Ricky chareg the tragic story of i Spabifon b
= ' chowing ‘o d-school”

|
| Amber, revealing why he acts out. W =7 7\ ]
XL . - toxic toughness. But

b The care gystem treated her like B
_ Waititi uses a tight
cloce-up on Hec's secret

" areplaceable file. J -
, i ' - drawing to prove hi¢
profound grief without

b e % a cingle line of dialogue.

in telligence.




- FAMOUS: SATIRE & THE TWISTING OF TRUTH
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oby tries to Sound tough: “He does thi -' Paula creates a. éaanfnndn:ie villain narrative on
ﬁcgﬁrhe: i:::ﬂiﬁg; thf Eunters' Ii:ggr national TV. She chante “No child left behind”

abuse. Language divides them. 27~ il caring only about the fame of the chage,

' not Ricky's welfare. .
-\ KEY INSIGHT: IRONY ?
- Ricky finally feels “wanted” and Zets‘ an identity—but only =

because he i being hunted by an entire country.
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The System (Paula.

Motivation: Follows rules
and forms. Cares about pufif;? :
image and catchphrases.

e

f R
View of Ricky: A “bad egg,”
a “spitfire,” a file to be

managed. e

1
-

Method: Punishment and
Juvenile Detention

(“Juvee”). ﬂ“\i \

Icolation = Correction?

S NSNS SN AN AN NN A NA

.

\ A ! _'5
vy "'""f"""""

r
siensnlaas

""" N N 8§ 8N

]F

&
Y
+
4
"
E
®

e

~ Core Theme: Bureaucracy VS. Empathy

A The Empaths (Bella & Hec)

Y

KBE/I'R was an auts'rder taa,

\ N Heart & Home =

R s

Un d’errtand'mg

Motivation: Shared pain.

Hec i¢ an infertile ex-con.
Chared Trauma

‘pretty G )
View of Ricky: Hec _ likeable”) 25N
tells ng hi }s' actua/{y 19 Y
f"'Et t_‘y Leable »” i--._Fnﬂ'.{'r’ve
P Emfnr::jmnf

B o

The Director’s Questlon Which ﬁegrmch actua/fz hea/s-

.

B

Method: Comfort
(hot water bottles,
breakfasts) and
mutual respect.

(*;”l _...  Comfort First

Nurture — Recpect = Trust '

C )
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~ ANORMAL LIFE VS. THE WII.DERPEOPI.E

Dj QA NORMAL |.|>FE fork in the road

The Setup: Lo DECISION
Ricky meets Ka&‘.\ (—{*”
ﬂﬁd TK HE !ﬂlﬂf =___ [ )

CTHE WILDERPEOPLE

causages, a NN
warm fire, and — TS

a chance for * o= e
a safe life. L=l Gl |

he Selfie: Even in the remote
[;oz:t the modern world intrudes.
TK treats Ricky like a trendy

celebrity, turning human trauma

The C:e & The Choice: Emky claime
he “doesn’t think about” his mother @
to protect his feelings. But in the o

‘.
=
—~ middle of the night, he
u: 5 Tl T-;_tertammeit_-_ abandong cafety to return to Hee. >
: ' F """"'..""""""l Eeéemlaugﬂct
e W (eaving the
o [T N A Yau don’t trade family for anythmg B itk
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™ SCENE ANATOMY: Grief and Pathetic Fallacy

SCENE: Zag’s Grave .
& Bella’s Aches
- Snowfall Begins.

Weather = Grief

R

76:?§tory6aara’?6:‘?Zea/andéush . R N, - AN N,
—  DIRECTOR'S TOOLKIT: Pathetic Fallacy ¥
THE EVENTS A \ . The director makes the weather mirror the N

- Ricky caves Hec by chooting the wild boar. \ Characters’ emotions. Ac they mourn Zag and Bella, N

- Zaz i¢ fatally wounded; Hec puts him out _A \ it beging to snow. The freezing, wintry landscape 3
of hi misery. . amplifies the cold, lonely finality of death. \

& They ceatter Bella’s aches at Za ¢ Jrave: y ry TR AN Yy Y l’ﬂ
Hoo treats Ricky ac an squal: Thanks Qg | | 5500 Ll 0 ln from gty
for bringing her, mate. S gynth-pop to clow, mournful music).

i
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Before (The “Gangsta”)
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.. Traits: Defensive,

hides behind hip-hop
slang, uses humor
to block the
trauma of being
discarded by the
foster system.

The Haiku: -
Forced b
therapists;

written as a joke
to get out o
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Character Arc: Ricky Baker

Rebe
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After (The Family Member) g b,

llious

ro & & A4 y & &4 i
Act: Embracing the busi'i life and fami yg
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Traits: Loyal, brave,
values his broken
family. He drops the
"tough guy" shield.
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Character Arc:

'{;,_,./ .,
Before (THe Loner)

oiding &
e n"{dﬂﬂhnﬁi
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e Traits: Grumpy, closed-off, illiterate.

Uses short, br.-fnf sentences to push \j
people away. :
- Shows toxic “old-school” toughness ("CHARAC

to hide his grief. _
i
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| He accepts connection.

After (The Father Figure)

e The Catalyst: In
Chapter 9 (The Turning
of the Tide), Hec warns
against ending up like
Psycho Sam (a cautionary
tale of total isolation).

Avoiding & ~
bad future

e The Reveal: Hec admits he s infertile

and life is “unfair.” He validates Ricky
by telling him he is “pretty likeable.
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e The Result: By the Epilogue, Hec has learned
fo read and writes his own hatku. =/
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The Tank (Hyperbole):

~ Extreme exaggeration. o
| f’:idfng afifm (and Paula in a tank) for LGS *»-J'ET"'
one man and a boy is farcical. It mocks B2 S (1
the authorities and reflects Ricky s LN S
. cartoonich worldview. (@) (

Al tffr = i
= The Handbrake Turn (Visual Metaphor): fk S ‘““1*" (
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- . Ricky ctops running away. Driving towards
- f é' the police symbolizes him finally facing hig F\(
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> problems head-on.

Reversal of Direction = Change of Heart

= h»-.-»"s' -..“-'-r-:::'"."-"
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The Scrapyard Crash (Symboliem): Society
viewed fHec (ex-con) am?y Ricky (bad egq)
as “discarde” or junk. The crash forces them
 to stop being outlaws and face reality.
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" { The Director’s Toolkit: Object Symbolism

Comfort, warmth, and
the mntherlr
non-judgmental love
Ricky never had.

The Hot Water Bottle:

N

_ MODERN

|ORLD

“ The Toothbrush {Epllﬂgue]
A small, domestic item
that mgnlfles Hec
finally choosing “home”
and belonging over merely
@ “surviving.”

)

J’f}? A

The Selfie (with TK):
The invasive modern world.
Represents the media turning
real human tragedy into
disposable entertainment.

L

& oPE &

BEAUTY

Thought to be extinct.
Represents the “extinct”
parts of themselves (hope,
family, beauty) they are
= Fnally ready to find.
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Ricky in a bright, warm,

fast-paced home.
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Positive
enerqy

Rapid cuts

Sunlight
= Hope

Hec in a cold, grey,
slow-paced prison.
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Color & Pacing = A\ L1
Emotional Weight

Sacrifice made L‘:x e
tangible DN

Static shots =
Confinement
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Director’s Vocabularg)(Use these words!)
- Juxtaposition (putting opposites together)
/- Hyperbole & Farce (extreme exaggeration, like the tank)

- Pathetic Fallacy (weather reflecting mood, like the snow,)
- Satire (mocking the system via Paula)

A =
@ N,
o/ Empathy vs. Bureaucracy, Found Family, The Power of J}

'

Language (Slang vs. Haikus).
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Don't just say what happened; sa how the director

showed it. (e.g., “Waititi uses a close-up of Hec's - |
ggjﬁrng E)a show his hidden grief, rather than using 0 =" or's jﬂﬁtes-:\
gue. '.: Toolkdt




