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How does Hinton use | R
language to draw you s Show how the
into the world of the™"1¢ . ader gets
} novel The Outsiders?

Describe at least

three language
techniques in your
answers,
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The Three Pillars of
Narrative Immersion

Foreshadowing
Dropping tragic hints to
keep us on edge.
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The Mechanics of a Perfect Paragraph
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L e ‘ ally's | B 1™ The Insight: Hinton hooks

s The Focus: D ont. | Y AN T / ~ us by breaking down Dally’s

| g e tragic developm VAN -4 ™ / » etmotionless facade. He
By S < A~ e, ek 80€s from fearing nothing
AN\ N/ O\ A VA" to being terrified of a world
"W °  without his only friend.

wanted to be dead
and he always got
what he wanted,’




The Catalyst: |
Phase 1: Johnny’s Death. Phase 3:

The Tough Guy 7%  Theonly thinghe truly | The Demise

e Start of novel. cared for is gone. e Becomes a shell

| Emotionless 1% Y of his former
facade. | self.

* Unafraid of , Phase 2: o S T 2R
_ gﬁ%ﬂﬁg e The Grieving Boy || __Wl rather than £
— e Depressed & |8 Dbrave the world .

desperate. | alone. M Eirae

e True self
revealed.
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S.E. Hinton
vaguely hints at |

major events

- before they

W\ happen, planting /
\ dread in the
reader’s mind.

«T saw Johnny’s cigarette =
- s glowingin the dark and
\w wondered vaguely what it
was like inside a
burning ember.”

Ponyboy and Johnny in ;he

burning church, The wooden

breaking Johnny’s

y literally beco
the “burning ember” gg hemes

réscues the children.




The “Stay Gold” Funnel

A Generic Poenm.
“Nothing gold can stay.”

Johnny’s Purity.

Gold = pure, innocent,
precious. Ponyboy’s best
friend.

The Anchor.

Johnny is Dally’s only
reason to live.

The Tragic Truth

The “golden” Johnny
cannot stay because he is
too pure for their world.
His final line, “stay gold
Ponyboy,” cements their
pure friendship just befor
the ultimate tragedy.
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Technique 3: First-Person Narration

concepts to the

reader as he learns
them, and actively
controls the speed

We don’t just watch of the plot. /

the story; we live inside
3 Ponyboy's head.
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The Mechanics of Ponyboy’s Voice

suspense

Pacing

Empathy

The Tool:
Blackouts.

The Tool:
Skipping boring
details.

The Effect:

The Tool:

First-person
viewpoints.

The Effect: The Effect:

Leaves readers in

SUSpense, forcin%
them to read on to find
out what happened.

Instead of boringly
relaying information, he
simply wakes up in the
next part, keeping the

Introduces concepts
beyond classism and
generalization as his
OWN eyes are opened.

Sl g, \. | story moving.
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The Realisation:
The Catalyst: Ponyboy sees Socs and Greasers
Cherry states, “Things %ﬁe all !};umanﬂ'lI'hey bleed rec};.
rer Ver. ey witness the same sunset.
o S gL The t%rror and hatred must stop.




The Golden Thread:
swering t

Tells us WHO to care about
(Dally’s broken facade).

roremasoming — g <o= |[NIMERSI(ON
(The burning ember). _ fE s/ gl et e Toiether, these techniques do more

__ S TS R L than tell a story—they draw the
Narration 4 . reader entirely into Hinton’s world.

Controls HOW we see it |
(Ponyboy’s changing empathy). £




A top—grade answer isn't a mystery.
It is just literary mechanics
applied with precision.

Exam Checklist

7

Deconstruct the Prompt.

Choose 3 distinct techniques.

Use the Quote Sandwich
(Point, Evidence, Explain, Link).

Connect every point back
to the reader’s experience.

Now, 90 write your own.




