TRASH by Andy Mulligan

The Ultimate Junior Gycle Revision Guide
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e Life is dictated by the X “It's a place they call Behala, und it's

S s § rubbish-town. [...] The mountains go right | —
hook—picking through _-"' ¥, L_ J‘)
hat the wealthy from the docks to the marshes, one whole

| Inng world of steummg trash.”
throw away. pToD
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The FFind That Changed Everything

The ultimate catalyst.
The boys transform from
Invisible scavengers to
hunted targets.
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"With the right key,
you can bust the door
wide open. Because
nobody’s going to open
it for you."
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The Dumpsite Boys

Raphael

Role: The Narrator / A
dumpsite boy

Strength: Intuition
Weakness/Arc: Deeply

fearful, but
demonstrates immense

bravery under pressure.

Gardo

Role: The Protector
Strength: Physical
toughness and fierce
loyalty

Weakness: Cynicism
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Rat (Jun-Jun)

Role: The QOutcast

Strength: Stealth and
resourcefulness

Motivation: Escape
(finding a way out of
the city forever).
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The Power Dynamics of Behala

Allies (The Helpers)

Father Julliard & Olivia:
Outsiders with resources.

Gabriel Olondriz & Jose Angelico:
The catalysts for justice.

Antagonists (The Corrupt)

Senator Zapanta: Stole from his
own people. {

The Police: Brutal enforcers of
systemic inequality.
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The Mystery Map
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Climax
Solving the mystery
at the Cemetery.

Rising Action

The brutal interrogation

at the Police Station; 'Y\
infiltrating Colva Prison. | ol mﬂ .
. - - - o '_E_:_" 1\#:
Resolution
Giving thde money
' away and escaping.
Opening

Finding the bag in
| the trash.
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Key Moment 1: The Interrogation

Exam Focus

Demonstrates the absolute lack of
human rights for the poor. The
police treat Raphael not as a child,
but as disposable property.

Character Arc

Raphael’s defining moment.
Despite his paralyzing fear, he
remains silent to protect his
friends and the truth.
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Key Moment 2: Inside Colva Prison
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The Revelation Exam Focus

Meeting Gabriel
Olondriz reveals the

The boys realize
they aren’t just

In this country

Y ey
true crime. Senator - you pay fc.' d fighting for
Zapanta stole | being stub? ;y survival; they are
international seed 4 just aS yo- ‘;r- fighting a systemic
A R ] for being PO ' issue of extreme
.. poor and framed corruption.
Gabriel.
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Key Moment 3:

Cemetery Climax
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The Dmde' The poor
quarter, stacked in boxes.

The Dmde. The rlch
quarter, buried in earth.

, Exam Focus

This setting perfectly encapsulates
Behala’s inequality—even in death,
the poor are marginalized.
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The Resolution

The discovery of Pia Dante and
the six million pesos hidden
among the dead.
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Theme Analysis: Systemic Inequality

, The Real Crime:

It wasn’t Jose stealing
from Zapanta; it was
Zapanta stealing
iInternational aid
meant to lift the base

out of povenrty.

The Peak B “Senator Zapantg

Senator Zapanta stop ed a
Y and the corrupt elite. N p nation

The Enforcors®

The police, who use wolence
to maintain the divide.
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Sl 1 il The Base * S - [
a3 The people of Behala, Y
g e trapped by poverty f‘r‘
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Theme Analysis: Survival Through Solidarity

= Survival begins as an It becomes impossible
== individual, physical act. for the boys to survive

il
g =8 alone once the police
| » target them.

Your life is the
hook you carry
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The Writer's Craft: Multiple Narrators

Why use changing perspectives?

like a relg

keeping th Ao

. e te i :
£ N181on high,

pespeclives (like Father, Tutliard amdd
%PE‘W& conlext about Befinl),
€
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The Resolution: A Storm of Money

Trash Yellow

The Choice: Why throw it away? It is the
ultimate rejection of Zapanta’s greed.
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Trash Yellow

The Outcome: They take what they
need to escape (‘we will fish for ever’),
but return the rest to the trash for the
people of Behala to find.
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“We took handfuls of the money then, and threw

them up into the sky. The notes spilled out_and_
whirled, and it was a storm,of money. =
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Exam Synthesis: Building Your Paragraphs

Step T: Step 2: Step3: | Step 4:
State the Embed Explain
Point Quote Impact

Identify the Anchor itin a Use text as Connect it back to

Theme or ; specific scene. evidence. the J uniu_r Cycle
Character trait. question.

The Police Proves that the system

W -
. ?U*’ oV n views the poor as
Station : + t+he -:-Lagh“ - disposable, €orcing the looys
In‘\'ewoaahoﬂ Yo vely on each other.

Thewme of +
Lnequality
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"One whole long j

world of

steaming trash.”

“In this country
you pay for being
stupid, just as you

pay for being
poor.”

“Your life is the
hook you carry,
there in your

hand, turning
the trash.”

"With the right
key, you can bust

the door wide
open.”

The Essential Quote Vault

| I

“We could put

| you in the frash |

and nobody
would care."

"It was a storm
of money.”
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